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TOM HUNGERFORD 

Statement by Member for South Perth 
MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.56 pm]: I rise to recall the passing of a great Western Australian, Tom 
Hungerford, at the age of 96. Mr Hungerford was a renowned writer and had close links with South Perth, 
having lived in the area for much of his life. His book, Stories from Suburban Road, which is now Mill Point 
Road, paints a wonderful picture of what life was like during the Great Depression. Tom Hungerford was born in 
Perth on 5 May 1915. He grew up in South Perth when the area was semirural, with Chinese market gardens 
dotted all the way along the foreshore. During World War II he served with the Australian Army in Darwin and 
New Guinea, joined the independent companies, which was a precursor to the Australian Special Air Service 
Regiment, and served in Bougainville and Morotai and with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in 
Japan. In 2005 the ABC’s 7.30 Report acknowledged his unflinching depictions of jungle fighting as some of the 
best writing to come out of the war. Hungerford told the program that he was not a hero: “I was one of a group of 
men all doing the same bloody thing—sticking the head up, hoping to Christ it wouldn’t be shot off”.  

Tom Hungerford was made a Member of the Order of Australia in 1987. In 2004 he was made a “living treasure” 
of Western Australia by the Western Australian government. Tom Hungerford’s childhood home is a heritage-
listed building at 254 Mill Point Road, which now houses the Millpoint Caffé Bookshop. He regularly visited the 
cafe up to two or three years ago, often reminiscing with owner Adam Brenner about the various rooms in the 
old home. I wish to pass on my sincere condolences to his family.  
 


